
Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held onThursday 28th February, 
2019 at 7.30pm at The Community Room, Sutton. 

 
 
 
Present:      
 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Secretary 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Chairman 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith Speedwatch  
Mark Inskip (MI)  - Sutton PC 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
Neil Harris (NH)  - Willingham PC 
Lorna Dupre (LD)  - Cambs CC 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Jeff Nichols (JN)  - Earith PC 
Gareth Wilson (GW)  - Haddenham PC 
 
Welcomes and Apologies 
 
Apologies were received from Pauline Wilson, Margaret Shardlow, Laura Chorlton  
 
Review of outstanding Actions 

 

Action Description By Status 

1 Get clarification from Andy Preston re: extent of TRO LD Done 

2 Email report on East Cambs supplementary NO2 

testing to LD 

OM Done 

3 Ask Huntingdonshire DC how bias factor of 0.77 was 

chosen 

OM Done 

4 Circulate recent noise results BB Done 

5 Do another traffic census in Earith BB/OM Done 

31/01/19 

6 Take more measurements around villages to test 

conformance to minimum standards as laid down in 

the DMRB manual 

WO Done. 

Email 

criteria 

to AB 

7 Pass HCV observations on new NO2 sites to Claire 

Braybrook 

OM Done 

8 Raise HCV  issues at meeting with Shailesh Vara AJ Done 

9 Contact Katie Trickett re: Earith protest AJ ? 

 
 
1. Willow Hall Farm planning application 
 
Update on Planning 
More documents had appeared on the planning portal since the last HCV meeting. A report from 
Rupert Taylor consultants had been commissioned by WO to look into the applicants claims 
with regard to then effects of extra HCV traffic. The report concluded; 
 

“The Environmental Statement and associated documents submitted in support of 
the planning application fail to assess the effects of the proposals with respect to 

the requirements of national policy including the Noise Policy Statement for England 
and no correct assessment is made of adverse impacts on health and quality of life 

for residents of premises bordering the A1123.  



The information submitted in support of the application is not capable of correctly 
informing a valid planning decision.” 
 
This is a powerful statement in support of our claims that environmental impacts had not been 
properly taken into account. WO paid for the report and had some difficulty in getting it accepted 
on the portal.  
 
Report on Earith Street Protest 
 
The demonstration on Sunday January 27th was a protest at the Willow Hall Farm application 
and the impact of HGVs on Earith in general. Over 60 residents turned out and marched up and 
down the High Street led by BB dressed as the Grim Reaper for which he seemed to have a 
natural talent. The demonstrators carried placards with describing the serious effects of noise 
and air pollution. 
Media coverage of the event was very good and included reports on BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshire, ITV Anglia, the Cambridge News, Hunts Post, U-tube, Angry Villages  and Ely 
Standard. Another demonstration is planned at Shire Hall on the day the application is heard. 
 
HCV response to recent submissions 
 
AJ said that the HCV group also needs to respond to the rebuttal of our original submission 
posted in October 2018. The applicant argued that the impacts of the extra lorries would not be 
severe or unacceptable and that noise and air quality would not be significantly worsened. A 
number of statements made by the applicant are wrong or misleading and we need to challenge 
them.  
 
Action: AJ to put together a response and circulate for comment. 
 
2.       Report on meeting with Andy Preston 
 
There was a meeting with Andy Preston (AP), Assistant Director for Infrastructure and Growth at 
CCC,  on Monday, February 8th at Witchford. The HCV group was represented by AJ, OM, LD, 
BB and WO. Mr Preston explained the growth and development strategy under the Combined 
Authority. The district plans will feed in to the overall strategy.  
 
AP said he was committed to mitigating, as far as possible, the environmental and health 
impacts of HCV traffic in the fen villages as stated in the East Cambs transport plan.  He 
thought that our plan for a single ‘Except for Loading’ TRO for the diamond area was very 
ambitious because the area was so large. The Huntingdon Transport plan is also of relevance 
here and needs to be aligned to the strategy. The first step is to do an ANPR (Automatic 
Number Plate Recognition) survey because ‘data is king’. The survey will take place sometime 
during March & April and will involve monitoring all traffic entering and leaving the diamond over 
the period of a week. The results will help in evaluating the problem.  He also said he would 
welcome any assistance the HCV group can give in identifying suitable monitoring locations. 
 
Action:  BB to send him the spreadsheets with locations 
 
BB said that signage was needed on the A14 and all feeder roads.  
 
 
3.       Environmental monitoring 

 
NO2 Monitoring 
 
Some high levels of NO2 had recently been recorded:  43.1 ug/M3 outside Morrisons in St.Ives 
and 35.76 ug/M3  outside Woodlands Care Home in Earith.  
There have been further studies of the  detrimental effects on health of exposure to high levels 
of NO2.  Unicef  UK have published a report on the particularly severe effects of exposure on 
children entitled ‘Healthy Air for Every Child’. There is also a paper on the subject from Kings 
College. 



 
NH said he was hoping that SCDC would put up some tubes in Willingham. 
 
AJ said the second set of tubes in Wilburton have to be taken down soon. Wilburton PC are 
very supportive of the activities of the HCV group. 
 
Noise Monitoring 
 
BB said he was not planning on doing any more noise monitoring. Hilton might want to do some 
and NH said it would also be a good idea in Willingham where there are some big pot holes at 
the moment causing noise problems. 
 
SmartCitizen Kit 
 
OM said that 3 kits have been ordered and they should arrive towards the end of March. We 
need to come up with a strategy for testing and deploying the kits. It would make sense to have 
some kind of collective training  session to avoid duplication of effort. 
 

 
4.     Earith Traffic Census 
 
 

Earith Traffic Count from  9.00 am on 31/01/2019 to 8.59am on 01/02/2019 

 
 All Vehicles       Lorries        

 >East >West North/East Total  >East >West North/East Total  

0 6 5 5 16 1 1 0 2

1 13 6 4 23 1 2 1 4

2 5 9 3 26 1 3 1 5

3 9 13 4          17  2 1 0 3

4 14 24 8 46 1 1 1 3

5 64 78 41 183 3 13 4 20

6 189 215 202 606 10 32 4 46

7 464 352 354 1170 25 14 3 42

8 417 388 223 1028 39 22 5 66

* Start 9 384 333 142 859 45 30 13 88

10 297 245 120 662 40 28 8 76

11 290 251 107 648 36 30 9 75

12 266 276 89 631 32 38 10 80

13 299 271 116 686 40 33 4 77

14 365 326 149 840 41 39 15 95

15 358 342 186 886 34 17 9 60

16 484 426 281 1191 15 31 13 59

17 495 546 301 1342 9 9 6 24

18 321 307 197 825 6 1 2 9

19 195 167 125 487 7 4 1 12

20 110 88 59 257 1 3 1 5

21 87 67 60 214 2 1 0 3

22 37 32 35 104 1 0 0 1

23 19 16 12 47 1 0 0 1

 5188 4783 2823 12794 393 353 110 856

 
The traffic count in Earith conducted by BB and OM from 31st of January 2019 to 1st of February 
showed a total number of 12794 vehicle movements through George Corner in the centre of the 
village over a 24 hour period. The total number of HCV movements was 856.  
 
 
 



5.      Future Status of the HCV Group 
 
At the last meeting there was some discussion about changing the status of the group to 
something like a Community Interest Organisation of some kind. After some discussion the 
group felt that this was the right way forward and it was proposed that WO should look into this 
with help from GW. This proposal was unanimously approved. 
 
The new group will also need a constitution. 
 
 
6. Sutton 20mph zone 
 
MI reported on Sutton’s bid for a 20mph zone. The zone covers an extensive area from the 
Brook / Ely Road to Link Lane in the south. The purpose of the TRO was to stop rat running and 
improve road safety. The notice has been published and there is an opportunity for people to 
comment. The PC are paying the costs but they have also submitted an LHI bid for speed 
cushions. 
 
Part of the process was to establish speeds by means of a 7-day monitoring at 5 points using 
strips in the road.   
 
 
Proposed Sutton 20 MPH Zone 
 

 
  
AJ said that Haddenham High Street needs a 20MPH zone. 



7. AOB    
 
 
Coveney & Little Downham: 
 
AJ reported that there were problems at Coveney with HCVs. We should invite them to join the 
group. 
 
LD said she had already done that. Little Downham may also consider joining after May. The 
problems are to do with the A142 reaching capacity and lorries are diverting on to smaller roads. 
The problems are spreading. 
 
CPRE campaigns: 
 
AJ had written a  letter from CPRE concerning the  application for a non-material change to the 
A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon Improvement Scheme Development. The main objections related 
to the inadequate description of new signage, lack of consideration of the impact on local roads 
and no mention at all of PM2.5 in the consideration of air quality. This last omission is 
particularly worrying. 
 
AB said that there are 6 PM monitors in Cambridge. There is one at Girton just opposite the 
college. 
 
CPRE had also written in response to the publication of the proposed routes for the restoration 
of the East – West railway line between Oxford and Cambridge. Their view is that the route into 
Cambridge should make more use of the old route into the north of Cambridge and should use 
the busway. 
 
Greater Cambridge Partnership: 
 
LD said that Greater Cambridge Partnership consultation had opened today. The consultation is 
soliciting people’s views on improving public transport and reducing congestion. It is looking for 
ways of tempting commuters out of their cars. 
 
HCV Environmental Report: 
 
WO asked whether the HCV group thought it was a good idea to update the report. There have 
been legislative changes and more research on the health effects of air pollution, excess noise 
and vibration in the last 6 years. 
AJ agreed that the report needed to be updated. We could also include data we have collected 
in the past few years. 
 
AADT Traffic Counts: 
 
WO said that she had queried the accuracy of the number of vehicles recorded as passing 
through Earith as published in the A14 Traffic Report 2014. This showed a daily total of 18000 
vehicles in 2011 which is substantially above any other daily count ever recorded for the A1123. 
The methodology is based on the analysis of mobile phone signals.  
 
RSPB Site: 
 
NH said that he was going to a meeting with Hanson’s concerning the opening of a visitor centre 
at reed beds south of Earith. The RSPB will be managing the site which will be open between 
10am and 3pm daily and is expected to attract 13000 visitors annually. There are areas of 
concern regarding parking and traffic management. 
 
 
 
 
 



Structural Damage to Property: 
 
AB said they had done a leaflet drop to all 80 houses directly affected by HGVs in Hilton. The 
had received some very vociferous responses with people claiming their houses were suffering 
structural damage as a result of vibration. They want a 24-hour ban. 
WO said she had looked into the process of attributing damage to traffic and you need to get a 
surveyor to prove the problem is being caused by traffic and not by subsidence or some other 
factor. 
AB asked if anyone had a document describing the actual requirements for the A14 
expressway.  
Action: AJ said he would send him the document. 
 
Black Cat Roundabout: 
 
BB mentioned that the upgrade of the Black Cat roundabout would cost £1m. AJ said the money 
would be wasted because the roundabout would become redundant in the future. 
 
 
Next Meeting Date:   TBA 
 
 
 
 



 
           


